Rheumatoid factors in psoriatic arthropathy and in Waaler-Rose negative rheumatoid arthritis.
Serum levels of IgG, IgA and IgM rheumatoid factor (IgG RF, IgA RF and IgM RF) were determined by means of the diffusion-in-gel enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay (DIG-ELISA) in 42 Waaler-Rose negative patients with psoriatic arthropathy (PsA) type 1 (arthritis with involvement of distal interphalangeal joints) and type 3 (polyarthritis of rheumatoid type) according to the criteria of Moll and Wright as well as in 53 patients with Waaler-Rose negative rheumatoid arthritis (RA). Elevated levels of RF were found in 22% of patients with PsA type 3 and 45% of patients with Waaler-Rose negative RA. In contrast, none of the patients with PsA type 1 had detectable amounts of RF. It is suggested that the presence of IgG, IgA or IgM RF in patients having psoriasis in conjunction with inflammatory polyarthritis indicates the RA nature of the joint disease and should be considered as exclusion criterion for the diagnosis of PsA.